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ITISA LONG WAY FROM MILWAUKEE TO LONDON'S business for two years, "1 was still 8 whippersnapper

he savs

Montagy Square. bur for New York designer Timothy The designer may have been green, but his credennals were
niag

Whealon, the journey was as naturl asit was rewarding. For  golden. After studying art history ar the University ot Edinburgh,
theivaung Sotheby's trainee. it was also a path of discovery,  Whealon swent on to ke the Sothebw's twovear works-of-art
N Bar i

not only of art and architecture, but also of the selt. For it

was in London that Whealon landed his lirst major design Above: The dining room’s carved chimneyplece, from Willlam Beckford”s

project—impressive for-a fellow whe had enly been in the Fopthill Splendens, was brought to the houss in the 1pros

78 0!
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Above: Whealon allowed the upstairs reams, like this sitting area, 8 more relaxed and contemporary mood. The fireplace logs are gas burning.
Below: A curiosity cabinet displays a shell collection and the bust of Charles Garnier, architect of the Paris opera house that bears his name,

course in London. He then was hired by Sotheby's New York for
its management training program, upon completion of which he
worked on special projects for the auction house and began his
crwn art and antigues consuliancy

Whether it «

15 beginner’s luck or destiny’s smile thar brought
him to Montagu Square, Whealon keenly appreciated the oppor
tunity, “It was a dream job, albet a steessful job,” he tempers. in
terms of irs marnitude and scope

Like Londen’s other handsome residental enclaves, Montagu
Square, in Marylebone near the Marble Arch, is o stately homage
to Repency architecture, of which Whealon's client’s house is a
fine example. Charncterteed by clean lines and restrained decora
tien, the period refers to George IV's years as Prince Regent, from
1811 unl 1820, bur it is generally extended more broadly by five

or 10 veurs on ether side. Histoncally, the era was a time of rapid

: AN
economic and social change. not unlike today, during which all

sarts of new idess and technology were brought forth

Perhaps that dynamic aura was part of the house’s appeal lor

Wheulon's client, whois English, cosmopolitan, well-traveled, and
well-read. He wanted the house to reflect his English past bur also
tor resonate with his life in the present, "ro bring in other perspec-
tives,” as Whealon explains. For the designer, this translated casi
lv into public rooms thar were shightly more formal, while the
upstairs and private rooms were more casual and modern.

The houses “Grade 27 lisnng by English Heritage meant that

any architectural modification must be approved by that body

Considerable wrangling on Whealon's pare ensued, bur all with
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Above: floor-to-celllng bookcases adorn the (brary, made cozy by Paley chalrs and a custom, Whealon-designed Porfuguese neadlepoin? rug,

Below: in the master bedroom, a ceshmers/wosl covered chailse longue and 2 Jacques Adnel side table create a soff landing by the fre

lelicHous I:'*--||I.-\. |f|:_'

Eram

THREY PIel I1i'.'Z"!'.II'|-_

William Beckiord s fabuilous Fonthill Splesdens (iorm down, alas)

Despite fts grand provenance (or pechaps because of it), it over

whelmed the drawing roam o which it had been added severn

decades apo. Chucking it was not an option, but relocanng it was
The famous mantle pow lords over the i
indd scatle ure worthy of it. Ekewher stored T¢
their double-sashed plory: Hoors seere refurbished in parguer de
1§ (= ]

Versailles trom reclaimed ouk: and the

MECONSErCTed Wsing |"-

With such elegantly prog ned rooms, Whealon reasoned

- 115 i 1 s |
lon And with such a Dusy Jife le
by the one who lives here, sense of haven was highlv destrable
The rooms exude o warmth ot rich textunss and bespeak meticw

OIS SEERTCOTon fO detal, LOtions, Nnens, ‘-i.l-.:n and CAasnmcres intc

plity i soft netitrals ser off by swaths of color, from subitle o bold

So insistent was Whealon on getting it rght that he hod fabrics
woven in Ttaly and sntique textiles copied in India, Then he mixed
in the decomtive elemuent I ] pactu
(i eluins,

Ill I HE YIsE |I II

spin on the upstairs. Lipholstered pleces are comiby, b

ttes, | here's mone than a hint of Asiar

pality 1o bedmoms and bathrooms

5 [Are Con Owerall, the effect is fresh

t i L
mitidotal to the weighticr armosphere of the floors be
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